
Four

A Bolton Community Inspired Walk
www.visitbolton.com/cromptonwalks

Walk Four in the ‘Crompton Walks’ series takes us from Smithills Hall out through the Crompton ward. On the route you will uncover 
grand mill structures, a lost religious community, rich architecture and local wealthy bleachers.

Time: 1 hour 30 mins     Distance: 3 miles     Energy used: 230 calories

Origins of Smithills - The name Smithills derives from the Old English smeþe meaning smooth and hyll and was recorded as 
Smythell in 1322.

Smithills Hall Circular 

Smithills Hall, Smithills Dean Road, BL1 7NP
Records show the 1300s estate was owned by Hulton family and then obtained by 
Radcliffe family. Owners of the hall in 1485 were the Barton family, the Belasyse family in 
1659 and in the 1700s the Byrom family. It was bought by local bleaching family the 
Ainsworths in 1801.  

In 1875 the hall was redeveloped by architect George Devey and sold to Bolton Council in 
1938 for £70,600 and is now part of the Museum service and open to the public.

St Pauls Church, Halliwell, Halliwell Road, BL1 8BP
Built in 1848 by architect Mr James Greenhalgh and funded by local bleacher John 
Horrocks Ainsworth. Whilst on a visit to the south of England he came across a hamlet with 
a church, bounded on both sides by almshouses and a school, and it‘s this idea he 
brought back to Bolton. 

Houses – Victoria Row and Albert Row, known collectively as St Paul’s Place. The first 
parsonage was the end house seen furtherst from the road with the bay window in Victoria 
Row and the Schoolmaster lived at No 14.

Falcon Mill, Handel Street, BL1 8BL
The first mill built by William Dowling and Co in 1875, burnt down in 1905. A fireproof mill 
was then built in 1907 by Falcon Spinning Co Ltd and was the first mill in the country to 
use a unique fireproofing method by installing concrete filler joist floors. 

Community memory: “My family came to Bolton in 1965; I worked in textiles at Falcon Mill 
as a ring doffer” (removing full bobbins of cotton and replacing them with empty ones – 
“doffing ones hat” is a term used to show respect which comes from the cotton term “ring 
doffer”.
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Former Eden Orphanage gatehouse, Thorns Road / Pendle Court
All that remains of the Eden Orphanage is a date stone on the former gatehouse property. 
The orphanage which occupied the lands here was built with a £50,000 bequest from the 
will of James Eden, bleacher of Eden and Thwaites bleachworks at Waters Meeting. 
£10,000 of the funds to be utilised on erecting the building; Bolton architect J Bradshaw, 
completed the building in 1879 in the Gothic Style. It housed 80 children, but closed in the 
1950s. As well as accommodation, there was a school, playgrounds, a swimming pool, 
servants quarters, wash-houses, an infirmary and gymnasium.

Smithils Open Farm, Smithills Dean Road, BL1 7NS
The original owners of Smithills were wool farmers. The farm covers seventy acres, it has 
been run as an open farm since 2000, open for the general public to visit.

The land was farmed originally as part of the Smithills Estate; as well as farming the 
original estate consisted of fine timbered woodland, a coal mine and a quarry.  Stone from 
these local quarries would be used on the estate and many local buildings. Christmas 
decorations would be cut from the land and taken to dress Smithills Hall during the 
Ainsworth family’s time. 

Smithills Coaching House, Smithills Dean Road, BL1 7NP
Linked to Smithills Hall, this was the stables block for the Hall. The building dates from 
seventeenth century. Redesigned by architect George Devey 1878.

Community comment: “I can remember being sent out in the morning with a bottle of 
orange and playing in the woods and fields around Smithills, nobody knew where we 
were, great times, making dens from anything we could find”.

Hill Top, BL1 8BQ
It is thought that a small community of twelve century monks linked to the Knights 
Hospitaller established this hamlet here. Known locally as “Toot Hill” it is on high ground 
and in local dialect “to toot” meant to look-out.

Families in small hamlets like this would farm locally and weave in the winter months.  
Then as manufacturing took over around them; people’s way of life changed moving away 
from weaving in homes to the big mills that dotted Bolton’s skyline.

The Astley Brook
The Astley Brook was a source of water for local mill lodges and bleaching in the area, 
meandering its way further down meeting with the Eagley Brook and River Tonge at 
Watersmeeting in The Valley.

Water was an important source of power in the manufacturing processes such as dyeing 
and bleaching in the area. Nineteenth century children were told poems; warning them 
about the dangers of playing near water: “Ginny Greenteeth” was said to lurk beneath the 
water ready to pull young children into her murky depths.
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