Three

Hall’I’th’wood circular walk
Walk Three in the ‘Crompton Walks’ series takes us into The Valley through parts of Crompton ward along meandering
rivers. On the route you will uncover Samuel Crompton’s birthplace and where he invented the Spinning Mule.

Time: 2 hours 15 minutes
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Distance: 5.3 miles

Energy used: 420 calories

Hall’I’th’wood Museum – Green Way, Crompton Way BL1 8UA
Built as a half timbered hall in the Sixteenth Century; Samuel Crompton invented the
spinning mule here in 1779. The hall was bought by William Hesketh Lever (Lord
Leverhulme) in honour of Crompton’s contribution to cotton spinning. He had it
restored and then gave the building to the people of Bolton in 1902.
Community memory: “We used to go to Hall’I’th’wood as a child to the museum; we
played out in Harwood as it was all fields”.
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Watermillock, Crompton Way, BL1 8TJ
Built in 1880 by Bolton architects JJ Bradshaw and John Gass, as a grand residence for
the Thwaites family. Eden and Thwaites bleach works was situated at Waters Meeting
(now known as The Valley).
Community memory: “We knew the people that ran the Watermillock they said it was
haunted. They were in the garden one night; they looked up and saw a skeleton in the
window of the dining room”.
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House, corner Crompton Way / Seymour Road
This attractive house; built in 1880 by Bolton architects JJ Bradshaw and John Gass,
was the gatehouse lodge to the Watermillock property and lands opposite.
Community memory: “Where the Watermillock is my Mum told me she used to play in a
moat a long time ago”.

A Bolton Community Inspired Walk
www.visitbolton.com/cromptonwalks
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Astley Dye and Chemical Company, Mallison Street, BL1 8PP
The international ACDO brand was developed here by founder Harry Pilling in 1919. To promote
the product Harry would take his mother to demonstrate the original miracle
washing tablet product doing her washing in church halls and schools.

St Paul’s Church, Astley Bridge, Holland Street, BL1 7ET
This was built in 1848 to hold 745 people. The land was a gift from Lord Wilton. The £4000
funding to build the church came from local mill owners the Greenhalgh brothers and bleacher
Thomas Thwaites. In 1868 it was extended by architect J Medland Tayor to accommodate
1168 people, due to an increased population working in the nearby mills.
Community memory: “I remember the Sunday schools; processions and the Wake’s Weeks with
everyone dressed in white dresses and you had to stay clean or there would be trouble to pay!
Each church sent a group to join the processions, then there was a party afterwards”. (1950s)
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Former Blackburn Road Congregational Church, Blackburn Road, BL1 8DR
Before the building was built services were held in a temporary corrugated iron structure –
hence its nickname “the Iron Church”. It was completed in 1895 by architect
Jonathan Simpson.
Community memory: “We would play out, my hiding place was the Iron Church, climbing into
the yard I cut my leg, it made a scar… I still have it”.
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Taiyabah Masjid, 31a Draycott Street, BL1 8HD
This was a former Congregational Church School linked to Blackburn Road Congregational
Church. It was built in 1895 by architect Jonathan Simpson. The local mosque had begun 1967
in premises nearby on Canning Street this site was purchased 1988. It is named ‘Taiyabah’ from
the arabic term ‘Tayyab’ (purity).
Community memory: “1970s mosque school, finished school at 4pm; went home and ate, then
onto the mosque at 5pm. There were no school holidays for mosque schools like they have
now”.
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The Valley BL1 8TS
The Astley Brook and Eagley Brook flow into the River Tonge here, hence the road named
Watersmeeting. This was once an area of railway sidings, mills and Back’o’th’bank Power
Station which opened in 1914. Walk along the pathway by the River Tonge.
Community memory: “I remember when they were knocking down the big chimneys from the
power station at back’o’th’bank. They told us to keep our windows closed because of the
blast”. (1980s)
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The Tonge Viaduct
Spanning the River Tonge, the viaduct opened in 1899 built for the Blackburn, Darwen and
Bolton Railway.
Community memory: “I remember the chimneys; and the noise of people coming down the
streets as they finished work, the smell and the awful smogs we would get because of the
mills and everyone using coal, even your washing would get black when you hung it out.”
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Firwood Fold
A Fold is a small agricultural community/handloom weaving district.
Samuel Crompton was born at 10 Firwood Fold on 3rd December 1753, his family had been
smallholders and weavers in the area for several generations. The family stayed here until
moving to Hall’I’th’Wood in 1758.
Community memory: “There was an ex-resident who lived in the house next to Samuel
Crompton’s old house, Firwood Fold. She was an artist; I was told that LS Lowry would
often visit her, I’m not sure if it’s true; but it’s a great story.”
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Celebrated Bolton Family:
Warburtons Family Bakers,
Hereford Street, BL1 8JB
Thomas and his wife Ellen began baking in their
house on Blackburn Road 1870, when Ellen made
a batch of four loaves and six cakes which sold
out within an hour. Their nephew Henry expanded
the business buying Diamond Bakery in nearby
Blackbank Street. The brand is now international.
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Community Comment:
In 1960s my Dad would walk
from Blackburn Road here all the
way to Horwich for work

A Bolton Community Inspired Walk

